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Of sin, its magnitude, originality, &c. 

Many wrong conceptions of sin, have, 
no doubt, been entertained ; and still are 
upported, or endeavored to be supported 
apy agreat part of the christian world.— 
sin things of an excellent quality ; an 
exaggeration is of no real utility ; so in 
hings, of a quality, which is disagreeable ; 
here can be no benefit an adding to their 
eal deformity. 
But there seems to bea proneress in 
en, togo to extremes in the instances 
both of good and evil: and for this 
reason we ought to be cautious when we 
read an author; and likewise, when we 
ourselves are authors ; that we bound our 
apprehensions by the reason and nature of 
the case before us. 

That sin is exceeding sinful, we must 
readily admit, if,we believe either the 
writings of St. Paul, Rom. vii. 13, or have 
in ourselves any just conceptions of the 
plague of our own hearts, 1 Kings viii, 38. 
yet that its degree of turpitude, and origin 
have been misrepresented ; I believe, can 
be made to appear. 

Sin is atransgression of the law of God, 
1 John, iii. 4, and if no law had.been giv- 
en, the volition or act, which is now term. 
ed sinful ; would not have been sinful ;— 
for where no law is, there is no transgres- 
sion, Rom. iv. 15, and Rom. vii.8. Fer 
without the law sin was dead. From hence 
it is very apparent, that in order for sin to 
exist, there must be a law; this law must 
be known and violated: the violation of 
the knownlaw of God is that, which is 
termed sin. 

The way is now prepared to treat of sin, 
as to its magnitude. What is the magpi- 
tude of sin? is our great inquiry at pres- 
ent. It has been argued that the law of 
God was an infinite law; consequently the 


























transgression of this law must he an ine 
finite crime ; and that, therefore, sin was 
an injnite evil. This, for many years,has 
appeared to me like those exagverations, 
against which, we recommended caution, 
10 our introduction : altho’ it was former. 
ly, considered as essential to an orthodox 
faith. 

Ii sin be an infinite evil; every sin 
must be infinite ; and then there can be no 
sins in themselves and by reason of several 
aggravations, which are more henious in 
the sight of God than others: for all sins 
being infinite, there can be no one sin, 
which can be termed less aggravated than 
another : But if our opposers, in this case, 
should say that they do not mean that each 
sin was infinite, and that it could not so 
be considered only in its aggregate ; then 
our objection will be, that if one sin be not 
infinite, all that ever have been committed 
cannot be ; unless the number should be 
infinite, and this can never be, because in- 
finite ages with the continual commission 
of sin could never fill up that number,— 
Thus sin, as an infinite evil, can never be 
supported ; and those, who endeavor todo 
it, only multiply words without knowledge. 
Hence sin cannot be infinite, only as each 
sin isso, and if each sin be infivite, how 
many infinites must there be. 

If sin be infinite, I wish to be informed 
whether gracecan be more than infinite > 
for we read, that where sin abounded,grace 
did much more abound, Rom. v. 20. 

If sin be infinite, can it ever be over- 
come or destroyed? I think not, for there 
is no power, which can be brought against 
it, which is greater than infinite. Hence, 
if sin be an infinite evil, it must, of neces- 
sity, remain eternally. 

That sin is infinite, is argued from this, 





that it required an infinite atonement.— 



























90 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





i> 





But do men know what they say, or where- 
of they affirm, when they advance such 
an idea as this ? do they mean, that Christ 
paid an infinite debt to divine justice ? or 
that he satisfied the dissatisfaction of an 
infinite God ? Admitting, for a moment, 
that this were even so ; would this remove 
the infinite evil ofein ? would that, hereby, 
be overcome or destroyed? It must be 
something greater than infinite, to ever 
come and destroy an infinite sin. 

The reconciliation of the sinner, and 
tho destruction of sin must take place, or 
there is no atonement ; and how can this 
festraction take place if sin be infinite P 
Itcannot be destroyed, but it must re- 
main, | 

Having shown that sin cannot be infi- 
nite; we proceed to shew that it must 
consequently, be limited and finite, and 
the reasons why. If the law of God a- 
against which men sin were infinite ; still 
man could haveno idea or knowledge of 
that infinity ; and, therefore, the law a- 
gainst which they sinned, would be no 
greater than their limited understandings 
could comprehend. 

Itis evident, that the knowledge we 
have buik of God and his law, are limited 
to our capacities and understanding. Of 
God it may be said by us, how small a por- 
tion is heard of him? The thunder of bis 

power, who can understand ? Who can find 
out the Almighty unto perfection ? None 
cando it. It is higher than heaven, what 
can wedo? itis deeper than hell, what 
can we know? the measure thereof is 
longer than the earth and broader than the 
sea, Job, xi.7,8. Now if an infinite 
lawgiver cannot be comprehended by us, 
how can an infinite law ? Wehave stated 
the question, respecting an infinite law to 
accommodate the argument, of a supposed 
case ; rather than as a case, which we con- 
sider to be proper. An infinite law to man 
would be useless, because all, which was 
beyond his capacity, would be that of 
which he was ignorant ; and consequently 
his accountability would be confined to that 
with which he was acquainted. But if any 


be disposed to consider the law to be in i" 
finite I shall not contend about it, becay,, 
it does not affect the argument. We ca, | 
sin against no greater law than we can up. | | 
derstand: therefore, as our nnderstanj. | 
ings are finite, so is sin. Jt is limited t) | 
our finite understandings. That in the ; 
law, whichis above or beyond our compre. | } 
hension or conception, would be to usa _ 
no law, and where there is no law, there © 
is no transgression. 
} "Thus the argument, consider it as we 7 
please, will limit sin to our limited under. | 7 
standings. Sin, then, és finile, not infinite, | 
OF THE ORIGIN OF SIN. : 

The origin of sip bas been a doubtful s 
and disputed point in all ages of the world, |= 
and has caused no small altercations amonz id 
divines. It has, generally, been supposed © 
to have originated in heaven among the ho- : 
lyangels. Bat how orin what manner 
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has been the matter of dispute. Butto | 
me, it appears, that this is a most unreas- 
onable hypothesis, and fraught with eo 
much absurdity, that itis matter of adni- 
ration that men of sense should ever have 
suffered their minds to be employed on 
such a subject. 

When we can be satisfied with the sim- 
plicity of scripture, and call in those tho’ts 
which soar too high ; we may, I think, bo 
satisfied as to the origin of sin. If the | 
creature man, was made subject to vanity. 4 
was made liable to errin judgment and § 
practice : to go astray, andto sin; If he 
were made subject to all this ; to suppose 
that man might sin with no other bias than 
his own, would not be unreasonable. But 
the creature was made subject to vanity— 
Rom. viii.20. The consequence was, he 
did err in his practice, he went estray, he 
sinned. Where, now, is the origin of sin 
astoman? Ans. Itisin himself. We 
need not, indeed we cannot find the origin 
of sin, only in man himself, Rom. v. 12. 
Wherefore, as by one man sin entered in- : 
to the world, James, i. 14,15. Butevery 
man is tempted when he is drawn away of 
his own lusts and enticed. Then when lust 
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hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin, and 
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one sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death, Mark, vii. 21, 22,23. All these evil 
things come from within and defile the 
man. All the sin, therefore, with which 
we are acquainted, is fromthe lust of the 
man, and is manifested in his life. His li- 
ability to err, or his subjection to this van- 
ity, in his creation or his lusts, are the ori- 
gin of sin, Therefore sin originated from 
the creature man himself. 
OF ORIGINAL SIN. 

What is origina! sin? It ie the first sin 
that man ever commitied. We have seen 
the origin from which it sprang and the 
reason of its springing in such a soil ; we 
now see that the first act of transgression, 
springing from this soil made subject to 
vanity, ¢s original sin. Itis the great o- 
riginal, of which all others are an imi- 
tation ; but that was the original. Bat is 
this original sin? That was the original ; 
all other sins are an imitation or draft of 
that criginal. 

But is not original sin, that sinful nature, 
which Adam’s posterity received from him 
by ordinary generation? Ans. It has been 
thought so, and this is the generally receiv- 
ed opinion among those, who are orthodox 
divines. 

But we venture to assert, that, in our 
judgment, itis a great mistake. The term 
originai gin, has no other sanctity applied 
to it, than that of custom ; for I do not find 
that it is a scripture phrase. Ifthen, we 
be required to give a definition of a word 
or phrase ; it ought to be done according to 
iis own true meaning, unshackled by any 
prepossessions: and the only true defini- 


tion of original sin is, that it is the first sin} J 


that man ever committed. That is the o- 
riginal or example. 

That we have a corrupt or sinful nature 
derived to us from Adam, by a natural ge- 
neration, and that we sinned in him and feil 
with him in his first transgression, is a point 
not supported. That Adam and all his race 
are made subject to vanity, is what we 
grant; but that Adam’s posterity are more 
inclined to sin than himself, by receiving a 


corrupt and sinful disposition from him ; 


and that this taint or bias is original sin ; 
needs confirmation. 

It is easier, more natural and true, to 
account for the universal defection of man- 
kind from other reasons, than that of a cor- 
rupt nature derived from Adam. The 
scriptures every where, on this subject, in- 
form us that every nan shall die for bis own 
sin; but as all sin is predicated on the dis- 
position or nature from which it flows; and | 
this nature or disposition is derived to us 
without our concurrence or knowledge , 
how can sins, thus committed, be cailed 
our own? It appears to me, that if this 
were really the case, and the depravity of * 
man’s natures were total, as is likewise as- 
serted; that although this world would be 2 
bedlam,and each person would be a magor- 
missabil, a terror to himself and all about 
him, Jerem. xx. 3. yet sin could not attach 
to them. Why? because the nature or 
disposition, from whence all their actions 
proceeded, is not of their own procuring ; 
and its being total, renders al! efforts to o- 
vercome it unavailing. Indeed, if deprav- 
ity belfla!, no effort ceuld be made. Thus 
the doctrine of an original total taint or de- 
pravity would banish sin from men; altho’ 
it would turn the world into uproar and 
confusion. 

Depravity is personal ; because as Adam 
was made subject to vanity, and from that 
subjection did err and go astray ; so we his 
offspring, are made subject to the same 
vanity, and like him do go astray. We 
have received from him no moral taint ; our 
sin proceeds from ourselves ; from within, 
out of our own hearts, from our own lusts. 
As Adam, likewise, came out of his maker’s 
hand, pure and sinless ; so all his posterity, 
in like manner, come pure and sirless into 
existence. But being all made under the 
same constitution of subjection to vanity, 
we all err and go astray ; being earthy, 
we are delighted with earthly objects, and 
these objects, lead us astray. 

Thus webecome vain in our imag- 
inations and our foolish heart is darkened. 
It will follow, from this reasoning, that o- 





riginal sin, in each of Adam’s numerous 


















children, must be confined, in its meaning, 
to their first transgression, I see no need 
of the phrase original sin; but if any are 
fond of retaining it, I hope they will be e- 
qually fond of annexing to it, its proper 
signification. 

Objection. Bat does not David say, li. 
Psa. 5. Behold I was shapen in iniquity, 
and in sin did my mother cosiceive me. Ans. 
If we consider this passage, I am fully of 
opinion that we shall be convinced, that the 
words do not apply to David. Consider 

the marginal reference of the word con- 
ceive ; together with the universal silence 
of the scripture on this subject ; excepting 
a few instances, which have been supposed 
to establish the doctrine of this hereditary 
depravity ; andit will be apparent that all 
sin is personal ; that guilt is personal and 
consequently punishment. In all cases, in 
scripture, men are considered, accounted, 
judged and condemned as sinful, without 
being able to substantiate an excuse, of re- 
ceiving their sinful propensities from Adam 
or any other father. Dieut. xxiv. 16. The 
fathers shall not be put to deaffiiifor the 
children, neither shall the children be put 
to death fer the fathers; every man shall 
be pat to death for his own sin. 
REMARKS. 

Blending the infinity of sin, with total 
depravity ; the salvation of men, seems to 
be impossibie, even if it were desirable to 
the Deity himself. Men seew to take de- 
jight in magnifying evil beyona its confin- 
ed limits ; for, as the proud waves are lime 
ited, that thus far shall they come and no 
further ; so the wrath of man is limited ; 
the wrath of man shall praise him, and the 
re:nainder of wrath he will restrain. Yet 
it is considered an infinite evil,equal to God 
himself ; this being the case, how can it ev- 
er be destroyed, and man saved ? 

The same men, who are so averse to set 
any bounds or limits to sin; contend earn- 
estly, in setting bounds to or limiting the 
love, the mercy and the goodness of God. 
Awful would be the case of all men, if the 
doctrine of sin as an infinite evil were true. 

But the happiness which results from 


troth is always genuine. ‘Thatsinis finite; 
and under the control of infinite power and | 
grace; is a truth on which we delight to | 
dwell: that its entire destruction is certai; 
by the promise of him who cannot lie ; tha 
all lost sinners shall be found, as they are 
now ransomed and redeemed, and shall re. 
turn and come to Zion, with songs and ev. 
erlasting joy upon their heads ; that they 
shall obtain joy and gladness and sorrow 
and sighing flee away ; is made certain by 
the everlasting love of God, whose counsel 
must stand and whose purposes will be ef, 
fected.—Eprronr. 





JOHN MURRAY, versus JOHN MURRAY. 
We received some months since, a long 
communication from a Calvinist at Jamai- 
ca, (L. I.) which is a repetition of a form- 
er one, and principally composed of 
common place and trite sayings, 
detached sentences from the scriptures, 
we presume, by way of garbling/ If this 
communication contained, in the language 
of our Prospectus, “ strong arguments,” 
and were it twice its length, it should be 
published. We, however, promised to no- 
lice this communication, ou account of a 
chargo it contains, reprobating the late 
Mr. John Murray, pastor of the First U- 
niversalist Church in Bostun, (Mass.) As 
the charge goes back to “ olden times,” de. 
lay has been necessary ; most of that gen- 
eration having gone to their long home ; 
and few remaining to give information, 
who at the time were privy to the facts 
spoken of. The charge or accusation, is 
introduced as follows : 

* The poor Calvinist isin a terrible 
condition, yousay: Igrantit. If they 
were at your disposal, poor John Calvin 
would roast forages. [This iss strange 
charge to prefer against Universalists }— 
You would try to make it appear,that they 
are in hell in this worid ; but we are told 
that the rich man died before he lifted up 
his eyes in heli, being in torment, [ Re- 
member, “ To be carnally minded is 
death /” It was the “O grave, where is 
thy victory!” 1 Cor. xv. that the rich 
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man is figuratively represented as lifting 
up his eyes in. ‘Thesame word inthe o- 
riginal that is rendered hell, in the parable, 
Luke, xvi.] This is not the place of re- 
wards and punishments; [The Bible, 
though, says, The righteous shall be re- 
compensed inthe earth, much more the 
wicked and the sinner !] but the world to 
come, where Mr. Murray is gone, to an- 
swer for the deeds done in the body, and for 
the dies he told, when he said he was em- 
ployed by the Rev. George Whitefield, as 
a preacher. But he was confounded when 
he was detected, as every liar will be at the 
bar of God. If you are a stranger to his 
character,Lcan give you some information. 
He was a weaverin Spittivfield, in Eng. 
Jand. [This would be a terrible crime, if 
it could be proved! A weaver / Horrible! | 
He secreted himself on board of the vessel, 
fortwo orthree days. [Toescape the 
penalty enacted against those who are con- 
victed of the crime of weuving, we sup- 
pose !] And he tried to impcese himself on 
the Rev. D.ctor Rogers, in New-York, as 
aminister employed by Mr. Whitefield, 
but he was soon detected ; and if you in- 
quire what his deportment was at Boston, 
you may hear what will not be to his credit, 
nor your approbation. [Quite likely !] 1 
heard himattempt toexplain away hell 
torments, by his sophistry. He is gone to 
try the realities of eternity. He said, to 
be punished with everlasting fire, and to 
be everlastingly in fire, was (wo things,— 
{Who has the presumption to declare the 
contrary !] But you can see, that he 
possessed the wisdom of a serpent, without 
the innocence of the dove. As you have 
retorted on Calvin, L have done no more 
ihan retura the compliment. No offence, 
I[hope. &. Ono! None at all. Only 
you will please to recollect, that’ John 
Calvin roasted M. Servetus at a slow fire, 
made of moist green wooe! And John 
Murray, you say, wasa weaver/! An 
excellent retort, this! We presume there 
were no looms in Calvin’s time, or he 
would have been a weaver, too, instead of 
being a butcher / 





Now we mean no offence, but we think 
our correspondent will wish she had beena 
weaving or knitting, (for she is a lady, we 
understand, ) instead of improving upon old 
reports, whose origin is inthe records of 
“ olden times.” The reai state of the 
case,in plain English, 1s as follows: 

John Murray, the Universalist, came to 
New-York before the American revola- 
tionary war; if we mistake not, about the 
year 1772. At that time, there was in N, 
York another John Murray, a Calvinist /— 
It was common in that day, to distinguish 
them as, Salvation Morray, (meaning the 
Universalist,) and Damnation Murray, 
(meaning the Calvinist.) Bui, lamentable 
to add, ior the consolation of our fair cor. 
respondent, it was “ Damnation Murray” 
who imposed himself and not “ Salvation 
Murray!’ Damnation Murray was dis, 
carded by the Calvinists, and left the city! 
Salvation Marray, never solicited nor need- 
ed the countenance of the Rev. Dr. Rog- 
ers‘ Sut, inthe enjoyment of the coun- 
tenance and friendship of the great and 
good, (among whom was the truly illustri- 
ous George Washington,) he spent a long 
life of usefulness, and descended to the 
grave in serenity and peace, like ‘ a shock 
of corn fully ripe.” 

If our correspondent disputes the truth 
of the above statement, we can give a ref. 
erence to those wholived inthe “ olden 
time,” and will still witness to the truth ! 
—Gospel Herald. 

PHELPS, THE MISSIONARY. 

The members of the “ Hampshire Mis- 
sionary Society,” who have given their 
earnings to be expended in itinerant preacli- 
ing in this section of the country, it would 
seem, are somewhat concerned in the fol- 
lowing statement of facts, which have late- 
ly come to light. 

There has been, for severai years, a rov- 
ing preacher, straggling about this section 
of the state of New York, (with occasional 
trips to Ohio, &c.) by the name of Phelps, 
who says he isin the employ of the ‘Hamp- 
shire Missionary Society,’ of whom he re- 
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ceived the necessary papers for the business | fessed all that appeared upon the papers a- 


ho is engaged in. 


= i 
He is a married man, gainst him! said he had done very wrong, 


and formerly had much trouble in his fam- buat hoped the people would forgive him ; 


ily, arising 
inisconduct on his part. 


from his wife’s suspicions of , and concluded by telling those around him, 
Mrs. Phelps, we | he should go tothe presbytery who gave 


are informed, at present resides at Low- | him his preaching credentials,own bis fault, 
ville, Lewis county, apart from her hus- [now that he is detected and can no longer 
band. Mr. Phelps has recently spent con- conceal his practices !] ask forgiveness,&c, 
siderable of his time in Lewis and Jefferson , We think it proper to add, that all the fe. 


counties, migrating, occasionally, however, 
quite to the shores of Lake Erie, upon the 
western boundary of the state. Wherev- 
er he went he was recognized by presbyt- 
eries, synods, and whatever other convoca- 
tions are held under the presbyterian 
church form of government, as a person du- 
ly authorized and qualified “to labor for 
the conversion of sinners.”’ Much of the 
past winter was spent by this man in and 
about Shelden, Genesee county, “ where,” 
he last fall observed, he “ had a glorious 
prospect of a revival.” In due time, thro’ 
his agency, the revival was brought about, 
and a few weeks since, while he was going 
on swimmingly, and almost daily ‘ adding 
to the church,” it was his fortune to lose 
his pocket book, ‘This was picked up by 
another than the owner, and found to con- 
gain a letter, in the hand writing of Mr. 
Phelps, to a female of his acquaintance, 
proposing an interview at such time and 
place as were suited to his intentions !— 
There were also inthe pocket book, sever- 
al billets, from diferent females, to Mr. 
Phelps, advising him of the most proper 
times to visit them, for a purpose not men- 
tioned, though hinted at!! ‘To complete 
the catalogue, there was a list of 15 or 20 
female names, in the beck, in Mr. Phelps 
own hand writing, with remarks opposite 
each name. 
written, ‘J don’t know,’ and nothing more ; 
while others were coupled with obscenity 
too gross for repetition, and in several in- 
stances this was accompanied with draw 
ings of a carrespondent character / ! When 





‘males implicated in this adul/erous affair 


are residents of Jefferson county, or its vi- 
cinity, where Mr. Phelps has occasionally 
spent much of his time. 

This is the simple narration (as we re. 
ceived it from a member of the presbyteri- 
an church, a man whose veracity we be. 
lieve is unimpeachable, ) of this transaction 
—and we have nothing to add, except to 
suggest the propriety of editors giving the 
story to their readers, in connexion with 
the account of the revival in She!den,which 
we expect soon to see published as a “ gle. 
rious instance of the spread of religion.” 

Plain Truth. 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
STRANGE FIRE. 

«¢ And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, 
took either of them his censer, and put 
fire therein, and put incense thereon,and 
offered strange fire before the Lord, 
which he commanded them not. And 
there went out fire from the Lord, and 
devoured them ; and they died before the 
Lord. Then Moses said unto Aaron, 
This is it that the Lord spake, saying, | 
will be sanctified in thom that come nigh 
me, and before all the people I will be 
glorified.” 





On a line with some he had. 


The strange fire which Nadab and Abi- 
hu offered before the Lord, no doubt signi. 


fies that zeal. which is not according to 


Mr. Phelps was shown the pocket book and | 
estimation of the multitude, and gain the 


its contents, he flatly denied having ever 
owned or possessed either, but, upon proof 


knowledge, which too many ambitious pre- 
tenders mistake for a holy zeal, which in- 
duces them to present themselves before 
the people, in the name of the Lord, when 
their object is to sanctify themselves in tho 


applause of men. These fiery Levites ar? 


ef his hand writing being offered, he com- , huMerous and succeed in deceiving many: 


RO RE 





Oy msn 


<S SERRE eben ora 


Segoe: go 









nV Sy 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 95 





“But the discerning may easily detect 
their pretensions. Look carefully ; does 
the preacher seem wholly intent on pre. 
senting himself to an acceptable advantage 
to the eyes of those who behold him? Does 
he manifestly endeavor to take an attitude 
aud make an appearance which is pleasing 
to the vanity of pride and ostentation ? This 
man does not sanctify the Lord, nor does 
he aim to glorify the Lord before the peo- 
ple ; but he endeavors to glorify himself. 
Does the minister say much about his love 
to the people, and his desire for their ever- 
lasting welfare? He offers strange fire ; 
he endeavors to glorify himself; the glory 
of Godis out of the qtféstion. Does the 
minister exclude any of the people from 
the grace and mercy of God? ‘Then he 
does not glorify God before all the people. 

Reader, look out for Nadabs and Abibus. 
They are charmingly fascinating to pride 
and vanity; they are in great earnest to 
secure us the favor of God, who is dishon- 
ored by their impious pretensions, 





ART OF BEGGING. 

The National Intelligencer, remarking 
en the begging system now in operation a- 
mong the missionaries, quotes the follow- 
ing from the “ Missionary,” a Georgia pub- 
lication. 

“If we have not silver and gold, what 
we have, let us give unto them. Let us 
first remember them at the throne of grace, 
and whea our hearts are warm in implor- 
ing the blessings of heaven upon them, our 
hands will be open to relieve their wants. 
There are still some needless expenses 
which we can retrench, some superfluities 
with which we could djspense, some orna- 
ments about our persons, our houses, or our 
eyaipage, that are unnecessary, some lux- 
uries that load our tables, that we do not 
need. W6 could wear our old garmentsa 
little longer, and when we purchase new 
ones, let them be purchased for durability 
and not for show. If a saving could be 
made of what is wasted and thrown away, 
and expended for things worse than useless, 
and this thrown into the missiqnary treas- 





ury, there would be enough and to spare. 
—We should remember that we are fed 
while the heathen are hungry, that we are 
clothed and they are naked, that we are 
basking under the sunshine of the gospel, 
while they are perishing for lack of vision, 
and the golden rule to do to others as we 
would that others should do unto us,” &e. 
Query. Are not those clergymen, who 
gorge upon the best the market affords,and 
who are notorious for extravagance in their 
living, under obligations to conform to that 
holy regime they are so solicitous to im- 
pose upon others? We recommend the 
serious perusal of the above, to our New 
York Doctors of Divinity. Their thous- 
ands will admit of fretrenchment. They, 
of all men, are bound to adopt that conduct 
they enforce upon others.—Gos. Her. 





Anecdote of Charles I. and Milton. 

King Chartes II. being restored to his 
crown and kingdom,visited the famous Mil- 
ton, who then was blind by reason of age 
and intense application to study. 

It must be remembered that Milton was 
of Cromwell’s party in the time of Charles 
I. and that he was accessory, with others, 
to the death of that prince. Charles the 
II. feeling as though Milton, with his as- 
sociates, had committed a great outrage in 
beheading his father Charles the I. asked 
Milton, it he did not think, that his blind- 
ness was a judgment upon him, for being 
accessory to the death of his father Charles 
I? 

Milton replied ; if your majesty sappos- 
es, that the calamities aud nuiisfortunes, 
which befal us in this life, are the sure in- 
dications of the wrath of heaven against us 
—then it is certain, that the wrath of hea- 
ven was much greater against your father 
than against me ; for Lbhave only lost my 
eyes, but he lost his head. 

THE WAY WE DO. 

We missionaries have a private seal, for 
our exclusiva benefit. Look at this—an 
orthodox publication, giving an account of 
the sickness and death of Mrs. Kingsbury, 
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the wife of a missionary, says, ‘She la- 
mented her unfaithfulness ; but expressed 
a humble hope of her acceptance with God, 
through the merits of a Saviour.” When 
we wicked Universalists,cs our friends style 
us, “* express a humble hope of the accept- 
ance” of all mankind with God, “ through 
the merits of a Saviour,” a great hue and 
cry ismade! But when a missionary ora 
missionary’s Wife, is about to die, they, in 
defiance of ali their opinions and hard 
speeches, fly to the despised Universalist’s 
doctrine for shelter! It is then “ the mer- 
its of a Saviour !” Ali their repentance, 
good works, Jong faces, long prayers, and 
long pretensivns, are found of no avail. If 
they have ary consolation above the 
wretched stupidity of pharisaism, it is de- 
rived from the doctrine of God’s universal 
and impartial grace.—Gos. Her. 





The exnense of supporting the clergy of 
England, Wates, and Ireland, is stated in 
a late puolication, to be 39,498,240 dollars. 
In the United States, the same expense is 
stated at 2,557,440 dollars. 

The clergy of the Church of England, 
with their families, form sbout one eight- 
ieth part of the whole population of Eng- 
Jand.—Lon. pap. 


CHURCH AFFAIRS. 


“‘ The differences among the congrega- 
tions of St. Mary’s church, Philadelphia, 
appear to be widened by a late rescript 
of the Pope, which it was thought would 
healthem. ‘The trustees and afew pew- 
holders, had a meeting to take the subject 
into consideration‘ The result was (says 


a communication in the Centinel) that the} 


gentlemen present voluntarily subscribed 
five thousand dollars, to be appropriated to 
resist this foreign monster !” 


“* He that will not reason, is a bigot ; he 
that can not reason, is a fool; and he that 


From the Baltimore Reading Room Anthology. 
“© Qur Father who artin Heaven.” 
Father in heaven! ’twas God who made, 
And roles this universal frame ; 
Say, does he own a Father's love, 
And answer to a Father’s name ° 


Saviour divine, cleanser of guilt, 
Redeemer of a ruin‘d race, 

These are thy cheering words, and this 
The kind assurance of thy grace. 
My God, my Father, may I dare, 

J, all debas’d—with sin clefil'd, 
These awful, soothing names to join: 
Am I thy creature and thy child! 

Art thou my Father ? then no mote 
My sins shall tempt me to despair ; 
My Father pities and forgives, 

And hears a child’s repentant prayer. 
Art thou my Father, let me strive 
With all my pow’ts to do thy will, 
To make thy service al! my care, 
And all thy kind commands fulfil. 


Art thou my Father! teach my heart 
Compassion for another's woe, 

And ever to each child of thine, 

A brother’s tenderness to show. 

Art thou my Father ! then I know 
When pain, or wants, or griefs oppress, 
They come but from a Father’s hand, 
That wounds to heal, afflicts to bless. 
Artthou my Father! then in doubs 
And darkness when I grope my way, 
Thy light shall shine upon my path, 
And make my darkness Jike thy day. 
Artthou my Father! then no more 
Tremble my soul at death's alarms ; 

He comes a messenger of love, 

To bear metomy Father’s arms. 

My God, my Father! I am vile, 
Prone to forget thee, weak and blind ; 
Be thou my hope, my strength, my trust, 
Hope of my heart, lightof my mind. 





> The following Universalist Publications, are for 
sale, by R. W. Haskins & Co, at the Buffalo Book- 
Slore: 

Winchester’s Lectures, 

Bajlou’s Notes on the Parab!es, 

Do. Treatise on Atonement, 

Young on Universal Restoration, 

Pusification and Restoration, 

Coltection of Psalms and Hymns, suitable for 

public and private worship. 
This work has been adopted by the Western As- 

sociation of Universalists of the state of New-York, 
and is in extensive use inthe churches. 








PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT TWO DOLLARS 
PER ANNUM, PAYABLE HALF YEARLY IN 
ADVANCE.—-H. A. SALISBURY, 





dares not reason is a slave.” 


PRINTER. 















































